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BRINGING YOU CLUB INFORMATION  IN THIS ISSUE 08/14 

Are you playing  
 

 
  

All new members welcome at  

The Joanna Shamash Trophy 

. 

Another very successful 
Joanna Shamash Trophy was 
held on Sunday 27th July. 
Thank you to Alan and 
Debbie Shamash for their 
continued support over the 
past 16 years. Thank you to 
Alistair Innes for organising 
the day. Mandy Curtis and 
Val Rodger for raising £200 
from the raffle, which along 
with the entry money this 
goes to Kirkcudbright 
Hospital and the Blind School 
in Edinburgh. 

Pamela Watson. 

Junior Convener  
Appreciation to those who 
donated raffle prizes including 
Willow, Halls and Tesco 

Power Play : 9 holes 18 pins: Monday 4th August: Have you entered: all members. 

  

 

 

 

 

Special Greens Report 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joanna Shamash Trophy 

1st Lizzie Shamash & 

Euan Kemp. 

 

2nd Rodney Niven & 

Christopher Wilson. 

 

3rd John Thomson & 

Jack Norman. 

 

    4th Robin Murray 

& John Rodger. 

 

5th Karen Shamash & 

Callum McMillan 
 

9 Hole Trophy 

  1st Mark & Ben Durham. 

 

2nd Neil & Craig Porteous. 

 

3rd John & Molly Graham. 

 

4th Penny & Angus Bryson. 

 

  5th Michael & Murray   

  McFadyen. 

 

 6th James Jamieson & Scott 

Curtis. 
 

5 Hole Trophy 

 

1st George & James 

Wallace 

 2nd Peter Thomson &     

Matthew Hind 

 

   3rd Janet Roff & 

Lewis Young 

   4th Barbara Lindsley & 

Archie McFadyen 

 

  5th Willie McMillan & 

Ryan Hind 
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 YOUR GOLF COURSE 

 

New Member? Winter League. 

Sunday Golf is either Winter 
League or Monthly Medal. 

There is a running draw from 
8am till about 8.30am. Just turn 
up and say hallo. Name on the 

sheet and enjoy the golf. 

  

Introduction 

To the playing members greens staff just cut the grass on a golf course!! The following 
article by Head Green Keeper John Houston and Greens convener Adam Gray will give 
an insight into how Kirkcudbright golf course is one of the best in Dumfries and 
Galloway. 

In January 2013 John Houston and Adam Gray met to discuss structures and 
procedures for the season ahead. It was very important that the decisions made were 
taken to provide a course that was value for money, has a strong reputation and that 
provides quality putting surfaces. 

Course closure and use of buggies was also discussed and action points agreed for set 
procedures, as both of these can affect the quality of the golf course. In the event 
course closure was not too much of an issue throughout 2013 and 2014 but the use of 
buggies still need some adherence to maintain the course, such as sticking to the side 
of fairways and remaining a suitable distance away from the green perimeters.   

John Houston and Adam Gray carried out an extensive survey of the golf course as it 
currently stood on February 2013. 

The outcome of the survey was to ascertain where the golf course condition was at 
present, what remedial work could be done to improve the condition of the course within 
the short term and what projects may take time and some capital going forward to 
winter 2013 and to season 2014 and beyond. 

At the outset the course overall was looking in excellent health for the time of year and 
was testament to the hard work of the green staff to date. 

Overall Objectives. 

Improve Green Quality, a course is judged by the quality of its greens.  

Reduce Cutting intervals, Remove cuttings etc, to reduce organic matter, 

Apply appropriate chemical to reduce vertical growth, which will improve the quality of 
the cut, but will involve improved machinery. 

A program of hole to hole development was drawn up and will be worked upon as time 
and finances allow. This program can be viewed on request.  

The crucial point here is that while John and all the greens staff will try their level best to 
provide a course for all abilities, sometimes it is just not possible to adhere to every 
request. Cutting takes time and we have a big area to cover. If we spend too much time 
covering all suggestions other areas will deteriorate and we also have to remember that 
we work to a very tight budgetary control. 

Bigger clubs can provide machinery to have a first cut rough, second cut rough and 
then you have full rough. Here at Kirkcudbright we have a machine to provide semi 
rough only, and while we may difficulties playing out of it, the greens staff will do their 
best to control it. 

The prime responsibility of all the greens staff is to provide an environment that is safe 
for all members and staff who work and play on the very fine course. 
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Machinery 

While we do not have large amounts of capital available for machinery at Kirkcudbright the 
machinery we do have, carry out duties most efficiently. 

John believes that machinery efficiency and longevity is achieved by sound maintenance 
and upkeep, while also being aware of time and budget. 

Recently we have managed to build in a replacement plan with the support of committee 
and members. 

John has done an inventory on all machines and he will work out all likely replacement 
times. This is very important going forward to allow machines to be in the correct state of 
repair to do quality work on the course without incurring too much cost against budget.  

Staff 

The Kirkcudbright course takes a lot of time to produce quality surfaces. John recognises 
that he and us all should be hugely indebted to Klaus and young Craig (seasonal green 
keeper) for the quiet and unassuming way they get the job done. 

John also receives some valuable support from crucial volunteers that keep any course 
going. Graham McAdam and other external helpers provide support to John and Captain 
Bill Roff and Tony Reason let John know what is happening with Competitions and visitor 
numbers etc.   

Conclusion 

There has been a lot of quality work carried out on the course and more to do over the 
coming years. The aim of producing a high class playing surface is foremost in our minds 
and we must do all we can to achieve that goal.  

Thank you, 

Adam Gray and John Houston 

26/7/14  

 

 

Report from the Desk of Club Captain. 

Hi Folks, Another month, where does the time go? Well 
done to all those who have been successful in 
competitions and better golf for those who have to still 
register their first win.  

Highlights of the past month > Winnie Wallace Plate 
(mixed), Wallace Rose Bowl, all well supported. The 
outstanding memory being the marvelous turn out and 
fun, of the Joanna Shamash Trophy. I am looking forward 
to the rerun of the Silver Tassie in the 2nd .  

The golf course continues to be admired, well done to the 
Greens staff and a big thank-you to all who assist in any 
way.  

Bill Roff Captain of Kirkcudbright Golf Club. 

 

Blue Course??? 

Your thoughts are needed. 

There are a few issues related to the demographic of 
our members. A number of  members are finding as 
they get older that the golf course is a bit long and 
some of the carries from the tees are impossible. 
There is also the Junior transition. The mid-range 
Juniors find difficulty in getting a senior handicap and 
I am sure some lose interest in the game as a result. 

A MEASURED SHORT blue course would solve this 
and enhance the playing of a large group of members 
and potential members. Holes such as 1, 
2,4,5,8,9,14,17, for example could have forward tees. 
Do you have thoughts on holes that could still be 
challenging, but more playable with a relocated tee. 
Please use the suggestion book in the club lounge. 

 

 

 

Power Play:  Monday 4th August 
all members, ladies Gents and 

Juniors. 

See sheet on main board in        
hall way. 18pins nine holes 


